
 
 
 
Students Without Borders had a very successful year in 2007 and there are exciting 
developments to come in 2008.   
 
The Social Justice Centre  opens on campus at midday on 
Friday 15th February.  With the support of Oxfam, SWB have 
created the Social Justice Centre to provide an area on 
campus where you can go to learn more about current local 
and global issues.  We have formed links with many of the 
Non-Government Organisations (NGOs) in Perth and are now 
able to provide you with information on the work that they do 
as well as opportunities to work with them, either as a 
volunteer or through an internship program.   
 
Another way you will be able to learn more about the campaigns that local groups are 
running is to come along to the Critical Voice Forums  on Tuesday afternoons.  Starting 
on February 26th representatives from the NGOs will be coming in to talk about their 
goals and ways that you can help them to achieve them.  The forums will be held in the 
Kim Beazley lecture theatre from 3pm on Tuesdays.  Visit the website or see the SWB 
noticeboard on Bush Court for details of who will be speaking each week at Critical 
Voice. 
 

2008 will also see the first scholarships awarded by SWB.  
Thanks to everyone who helped us reach our target of 4 
scholarships  for this semester by coming down to the BBQ 
on Bush Court each Thursday.  And a huge ‘Thank you’ to the 
people who helped me on the BBQ every week!!!  The BBQs 
will continue this year as we start raising money for next 
semester’s scholarships.  If you have an hour or two free on a 
Thursday to help at the BBQ, please contact Vicky Noonan, 

swb@guild.murdoch.edu.au.  For those of you who don’t know why we’re out there each 
week, here’s the history:  
 
After the Government made university students ineligible for the JET Childcare 
Assistance, Murdoch students Peta Miller , Rebekah 
Ozanne and Clare Middlemas  (this year’s Guild 
President) started a campaign to convince the Government 
to reinstate the payments.  JET Child Care Fee Assistance 
had initially subsidised up to 90c in the dollar of fees 
charged by Child Care Centres, ensuring that most 
sessions were an affordable $5, these fees have now 
increased to anywhere from $50- $80 a session - an 



amount few students and certainly NO single mums can afford. They organized a forum, 
inviting the media and WA politicians to come and hear about how the changes had 
affected them and their children.  Later that day, the Government reinstated payments 
for up to one year.  This was an incredible achievement, getting the Government to 
change their legislation, but it isn’t enough to help single-parents to complete their study.  
So the campaign continued.  In October a rally was held in Fremantle to raise 
awareness of the difficulties these single-parents are facing.  There is strong support 
from Rachel Siewart, Louise Pratt and Jock Ferguson, Secretary of the AMWU, but we 
are still waiting for the Government to reintroduce JET assistance for the entire duration 
of study.  In the meantime, SWB are supporting the campaign and are providing 4 
scholarships each semester to help cover the cost of childcare.   
 
SWB now co-ordinates the Students Tutoring Students Program .  If you feel like you 
need help with any of your units, we can provide you with a tutor who has recently 
completed the unit with a minimum grade of Distinction.  If you have achieved a 
Distinction or above, why not consider becoming a tutor?  You could earn up to $20 an 
hour.  If you decide to tutor for free, you will become eligible after 40 hours to have your 
participation in the program recorded on your Academic Transcript.   

 
The 8Ball Computer Recycling Program  continues to receive 
huge amounts of support from local residents and Perth 
businesses.  Computers that are donated to us are refurbished 
by volunteers and they are then given to students and 
disadvantaged community members.  We also have requests for 
computers to go overseas and whenever possible we try to 
provide them.  In 2005, Kidimma Mubarak  approached 8Ball 
for assistance in providing computers to primary schools in 
Kasese, Uganda.  In 2007, over 100 computers were sent and 
Kidimma arranged for them to be distributed among schools in 
the region.  The computers are a few years old, but children 

over there now have access to a computer at school.  This year we are sending 
computers to India, with Murdoch student Marie Woodward, who is going to teach over 
there.  We will also be sending computers to a hospital in Thailand near the border with 
Burma.  If you have good IT skills and can spare some time to help with the 8Ball 
Program, please contact Vicky Noonan at swb@guild.murdoch.edu.au.  
 
2007 saw some incredible achievements by students.  The amazing efforts of Curtin 
student, Riyadh Al Hakimi , paid off when he transported 327 wheelchairs to Iraq.  
Thanks to his hard work Wheelchairs for Children donated the brand new wheelchairs, 
Woodside sponsored the container to transport them to Sydney, and the Australian 
Defence Force flew them over to Kuwait.  Riyadh met them at the other end to take them 
to their final destinations – 3 towns in Iraq.  Riyadh hopes that by donating them to both 
Sunni and Shiite villages he can help to bridge some of the divisions that have 
developed between these groups since the war began in 2003.   
 
Curtin students Rosalie Scolari  (now at Murdoch), Jasmine Yapp  and Kirsten Masters  
coordinated an awareness campaign about the increasing destitution in Uganda that 
culminated with 800 students and community attending the Perth Convention Centre to 
find out more.   
 



These stories highlight the ways that students can make a difference to those around 
them.  Murdoch has an enormous pool of talent and initiative in its students.  If you want 
to find out how you can get involved with any of the programs, campaigns or events that 
SWB are running or supporting, visit www.studentswithoutborders.com.au, e-mail Vicky 
Noonan at swb@guild.murdoch.edu.au or come into the Social Justice Centre on Bush 
Court.   

 

       
 


